
IMMACULATE CONCEPTION CHURCH (ICC) ANNUAL AUCTION 
It’s that time again, and this year the annual auction will be online. In case you are wondering though, you can preview the 
auction items in-person in the ICC Parish Center.  Bids can be placed two ways: at the Parish Center during the preview 
times on Saturday, February 5th or online starting Friday, February 4th at the following website:  
https://farrellauctionservice.com 
To donate items for the auction, call the ICC rectory at 301-884-3123.  Donations needed by Saturday, January 29th, 2022. 
No clothes or exercise equipment, please! 
•Online preview starting Friday, February 4th, 2022.  
•Preview in ICC Parish Center on Saturday, February 5th, 2022 from 4:00 pm – 7:00 pm 
Winners will be notified & pickup will be at ICC Parish Center on Saturday, February 12th, 2022, from 8:00 am to Noon.  
Auction Services provided by: Farrell Auction Service, Ronnie Farrell, Auctioneer. Location: ICC PARISH CENTER 28299 OLD 
VILLAGE RD, MECHANICSVILLE, MD 20659. 
 
VITA Tax Services 
The Catholic Charities Financial Stability Network is offering free tax preparation services. Please share this link with your 
parishioners and community: https://www.catholiccharitiesdc.org/vita-registration. Parishioners may complete and submit 
the registration form and Catholic Charities VITA volunteers will begin contacting you in mid-January. 
 

CATHOLIC CHARITIES VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES  

SPRING INTO VOLUNTEERING! 
Commit to service in 2022! Share your talents and time as a mentor, pro bono professional, or in special project 
support. Catholic Charities is recruiting volunteers for ongoing roles with a weekly commitment to service. Involvement in 
these important roles requires an application, conversation with program staff about expectations, and at least a 75-hour 
commitment, including orientation and training. Apply by March 27th, 2022! 
Please join our virtual Volunteer and Intern Open House March 16th.   Also, check out the current volunteer roles and apply 
for one on Catholic Charities’ Volunteer Page!  
 
SUMMER INTERNS 
Current undergraduate students are invited to apply for an internship placement with Catholic Charities for 
Summer 2022! Serve from May 23rd – August 5th in Public Health, Communications, or Social Work programs, 
with opportunities for students of all majors. Explore the roles and apply on our website:  2022 Summer 
Undergraduate Internships! Applications will be live on January 24th and will close March 27th. 
 
SHARE  
Thousands of families count on Catholic Charities SHARE program each month for deeply discounted, nutritious groceries 
that are sold through volunteer-run locations throughout the Washington metropolitan area.  Help us prepare for our 
upcoming food distributions by assembling food packages and assuring the accuracy and quality of food orders and/or 
assist with the distribution. Join us for an experience that is fun and rewarding while making a difference in your 
community. Learn more and sign up for a shift that works for you on our website: Food Bagging and/or Food Distribution 
 
ST. MARIA’S MEALS 
The St. Maria’s Meals program aims to meet the needs of low-income individuals and families by providing a warm and 
nutritious meal every Tuesday evening. Come share stories, smiles, and help us serve meals to our friends! Learn more and 
sign up for a shift that works for you on our website: St. Maria’s Meals Wednesday Dinner  
 
DOROTHY DAY MEALS 
Dorothy Day Place is a transitional housing program that offers case management and ongoing support to residents in 
Montgomery County, MD. They are looking for dedicated volunteers to provide dinner for approximately 20 guests. The 
meals can be dropped off between 8AM – 5PM with dinner being served at 6PM. Share the opportunity with your loved 
ones and sign up here: Dorothy Day Meals  
 
Please note that all volunteers attending an in-person event at a Catholic Charities location must show proof of full COVID-
19 vaccination. 

St. Mary Star of the Sea Church,          Indian Head, Maryland  
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WHY DO WE DO THAT? CATHOLIC LIFE EXPLAINED:   Is it Right to Sue? 
 
Question: Is it right to sue someone? Isn't it a way of getting revenge? 
 
Answer: Revenge is inflicting harm for harm's sake, the idea of an eye for an eye, a 
tooth for a tooth, and then some. There is often a fine line between justice and 
mercy, between compensation and forgiveness. Unfortunately, things can happen to 
us that cause harm, suffering, and damage, regardless of people's intentions. When 
someone is hurt, especially in such a way that special care or treatment is required, 
the cost of that care needs to be paid.  
In a perfect world, those with special needs, handicaps, or disabilities would find the 
help and care they need, including those who are injured or hurt. But justice is not always forthcoming, and people are 
not always fair. So, using the legal system to right a wrong is sometimes the only option.  
In some cases, it is the only way that people can get the help they need and deserve. However, frivolous lawsuits, or 
'fishing for money' is not only unfair, but immoral as well. The law is there to protect people and making use of it when 
necessary is a good thing 

 
SAINT OF THE WEEK 

St. Thomas Aquinas | January 28 

One of the most famous members of the Dominican Order, St. Thomas Aquinas (1225 – 1274) 
is well-known by many for his theological work, “The Summa Theologiae.” Born in Italy, his 
mother wanted him to become a Benedictine and had high hopes that he would eventually 
become abbot of Monte Cassino, where he spent much of his youth. To change his vocation, 
she had him kidnapped by his brothers on his way to Paris at the age of 19. He spent two years 
in their captivity. Despite this, nothing could shake him from his vocation to become a 
Dominican priest and he was eventually released. Once free, he went to Paris and then to 
Cologne, where he finished his studies with Albert the Great. 
His greatest contribution to the Catholic Church is his writings. The unity, harmony, and 
continuity of faith and reason, of revealed and natural human knowledge, encompasses his 
writings. The Summa Theologiae, his last and, unfortunately, uncompleted work, deals with the 
whole of Catholic theology. 
The patron saint of teachers, theologians and students, St. Thomas Aquinas died in 1274. His 
life and the impact he had on the whole Church, however, remains alive today. 

SUNDAY, JANUARY 23, 2022    ǀ   3RD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

THE 2022 ANNUAL APPEAL of The Roman Catholic Archdiocese of 
Washington is upon us! In a few weeks the we will kick off this year’s  
appeal. Many of you have probably already received this year’s 
commitment package in the mail. This year’s theme is From God’s 
Abundance, Our Gifts of Charity to remind us that everything we have 
and share with others is from our loving Father.   
We invite you to join in the mission of the Annual Appeal as we offer 
together from God’s abundance our gifts of charity. By supporting the 
charitable works of our local Church, you strengthen our one Body of 

Christ to care for all those in need throughout our Archdiocese.  100% of your gift is restricted to the ministries and 
programs that are a part of the Annual Appeal. Not a penny will go into another fund, nor to legal or settlement fees, nor 
to the costs to conduct the Annual Appeal, which are provided from separate revenue sources.  Did you know your 
contributions supports “Vocations, Seminarian Education and Clergy and Religious Support; Catechesis and Catholic 
Education; Pastoral and Social Concerns // Deaf and Disabilities Ministry; Pro-Life and Family Ministries; Campus 
Ministries // Hospital and Prison Ministries; Communications and Outreach and many more. The Annual Appeal provides 
critical funding for more than 70 ministries active across The Roman Catholic Archdiocese of Washington. Your gift will 
have a broad and lasting impact for thousands in our local communities of faith.  Thank you for your support this year! 


